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STAND TOGETHER OR FALL APART

Professionals Working with Immigrant Families
Judith K. Bernhard

Immigrant-receiving countries such as Canada, the US, Australia and the UK are now home to
diverse populations of newcomer children. To develop their full potential requires that professionals appreciate the strengths of their families and form productive partnerships with them.
Successful examples of such partnerships can show us the best ways to proceed in dealing
with this vital social issue.
Bernhard documents lucidly not only the social justice concerns associated with the marginalization of immigrant families and communities in Canada, Australia, the United States and
Europe but also the economic and social costs that accrue when supports for integration are
undermined or removed.
— from the Foreword by Dr. Jim Cummins, Professor and CanadaResearch Chair,
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto
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“With its comprehensive approach and applied focus, Stand Together or Fall Apart is a unique
resource that should be in arms-reach of every professional dealing with immigrants and their
children.”
— Dr. Harald Bauder, Academic Director of the Ryerson Centre for Immigration and Settlement
“Stand Together or Fall Apart enables teachers to understand the nuances of immigrant silence.
It offers policymakers concrete and effective pathways to promote social integration and it
shows how to empower parents craving a better world for their children.”
— Dr. Octavio Pescador, UCLA Paulo Freire Institute
JUDITH K. BERNHARD, PhD, is a professor of Early Childhood Studies at Ryerson University. Her research program is focused on partnership programs between professionals and immigrant families as a
way of assisting them in adapting to their new challenges and opportunities.
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